COUNTY OF ALBEMARLE
Department of Community Development
401 Mclintire Road

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902-4596
Phone(434)296-5832

Guidelines for Breakaway Fencing across a Stream Channel
Albemarle County requires that any new fencing installed across a stream channel located in the 100 year floodplain is
constructed to breakaway design standards to permit the passage of floodwaters and debris during peak flow conditions.
The following diagrams illustrate the fundamental components of breakaway fence design.

Example 1. Non-electric fence
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the wire to break free during flood
conditions. Fence posts should not be
placed within the stream channel.

Flood Gates

Where needed, flood gates may be
Example 2. Electric fence attached below bottom wire and should be
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AN An electrified flood gate may be used to
minimize debris problems on stream
crossings. The electrified flood gate is
constructed using electrified vertical
droppers across the drainage above high
water flow level.
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For more information about Albemarle County’s breakaway fencing standards, contact the Community
Development Department at (434) 296-5832 or the Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District at
(434) 975-0224.



